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Music development plan summary: 
Battledown School 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2025-26 

Date this summary was published September 2025 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2026 

Name of the school music lead Kerry Pasquet 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Gloucestershire Music 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 
three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 
pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music  

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Our broad and balanced curriculum is informed by the Model Music Curriculum and 
research outline in ‘The power of music to change lives: A National Plan for Music 
Education’. June 2022 

We follow the Charanga Music School scheme to meet the expectations of the Model 
Music Curriculum. The scheme allows children to practise each of the strands of music 
within each lesson and has a clear progression of skills within each unit. The planning 
includes clear differentiated and adapted tasks with both additional support and 
extension tasks. By following a scheme, we can ensure consistency between classes. 

At Battledown School, we maintain an inclusive environment, offering age-appropriate 
and developmentally accessible projects. We adapt our teaching methods, including 
using signing, when necessary, to ensure participation from all students. 

We will approach the teaching of music within our ‘My Creativity’ strand in a cross 
curricular style, with children working towards an end goal or outcome where possible. 
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This will allow for children to share their work with others and understand the purpose 
of their learning, thus making it relevant and meaningful.  

We strive for a spiral approach across classes which allows for the revision of ideas to 
become part of good practice and ultimately helps to build a depth to children's 
understanding. Through revisiting and consolidating skills, it will help students build on 
prior knowledge alongside introducing new skills, knowledge and challenges.  

Each term will focus on key themes, integrating them across the curriculum to reflect 
the time of year and relevant topics. For example, 'Traditional Tales' may combine art 
with cross-curricular music activities. Lessons are themed but also driven by children’s 
interests.  

Children will experience one Art lesson and one Music lesson each week, building their 
expressive abilities and musical appreciation. These lessons will include individual and 
group creative opportunities, whole class singing, and small performances at key 
points in the year, such as the nativity and class assemblies where appropriate. 

Many, if not all classes are signing and signing daily as part of their phonics provision, 
supporting the importance of music in communication at Battledown. 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 
beyond the core curriculum. 

Extra-Curricular  

Visiting Musician – Gary from ‘Reachingthrumusic’. Gary regularly visits Battledown, 
working with children across all classes and age groups. He brings music, songs, 
movement and joy to the setting and is a highlight of the week for many children.  

 

Harp player - ‘Bobo’ is an incredibly talented lady who works for Battledown as an LP. 
She brings her harp into school regularly to play for the children across the school, 
providing a calming, sensory session which works so well. 

 

Choirs 

Battledown have recently begun a Sing and Sign Choir for KS2 children, which begins 
its meetings after Christmas. This is an opportunity for socialising through song, 
building relationships with other peers and having a wonderful time, sharing music and 
Makaton! 
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Due to the learning cohort at Battledown we do not currently have any further musical 
tuition to report. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

We aim to offer a wider range of musical experiences through visitors, trips and the use 
of recorded music and videos. These include trips to the circus and a nativity 
performance.  

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

We plan to research how Charanga can be used in the school to support the teaching 
of music and to broaden musical experiences, using the SEND curriculum designed by 
them to meet the needs of our children. 

Our plan is to review our existing music curriculum to ensure that it is appropriate for 
the range of pupils in the school. Alongside this we will look at the assessment 
statements to ensure they demonstrate the progress the children are making in the 
form of a spiral structure of learning. 

Our aim is to investigate links with different musical organisations to broaden the 
musical experiences of our pupils through engagement and hands on sessions. 

We plan to audit the musical resources within school and purchase further resources if 
required, especially to ensure we have the resources to fully carry out the Charanga 
curriculum. 

 


